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Ken Matsubara, Kamakura Beach, 2014, movie, mixed media, music stand, 30 x 24 cm 

 
 

Opening Reception with the artist: Thursday, October 15, 6:30-8:30pm 
(Members of the press are invited to attend the opening reception) 

 
Exhibition: October 15 - November 7, 2015 

	  
	  
(25 SEPTEMBER, 2015) HONG KONG- 
10 Chancery Lane Gallery is pleased to present Repetition, an exhibition of recent work 
by Japanese artist Ken Matsubara, from October 15 - November 7 2015.  
 
Exhibited for the first time in Asia, Ken Matsubara’s Repetition is an installation of eleven 
video works presented in book form. These works derive from utilizing various old 
snapshots found by chance, and shooting images from the same location in 
comparison to where the snapshots were actually taken. Filming from such overlapping 
settings, the videos reflect a transition in time by reaffirming the absence of the figures 
found in the old snapshots and their possible courses of existence. By presenting such 
passage of association, the work attempts to disclose a fluctuating dialogue between 
the past and the future in endless state of repetition. 
 
 



 
Artist’s Statement 
I am trying to melt our sleeping recollections just as they are frozen at the bottom of our 
hearts.  
 
My works are made using antique objects which people’s recollections have sunk into, 
containing photographs and movies imprinted with people’s recollections. The movie is 
very suitable for catching the movement of fluctuation and the fluctuation evokes 
recollections. I think that recollections are inherited from human to human through the 
past generations and DNA from the time of microorganisms, and that people can reach 
these common recollections that cross over the world’s various races and generations 
if we can awaken our own recollections. Thus, human beings are tied together by 
common recollections, and we will cross over those boundaries by sharing our 
recollections in the far future. In reality, we keep repeating a question without an answer 
toward rebirth, fluctuating between the past and the future.  
 

 
Ken Matsubara, Repetition, installation view 

 
About the artist 
Born in 1949 in Japan, Ken Matsubara lives and works in Tokyo. Working primarily in 
video art, Matsubara uses photos, movies, objects and collage to address memories 
and histories to which we can all relate, regardless of our background, status or age. By 
recollecting shared memories, Matsubara believes that we can overcome individuality.  
 
Ken Matsubara’s work is in institutional collections including the Museum of Fine Arts, 
Houston, Texas, Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum, Tokyo and the Deutsche Bank 
Collection.  
 



About 10 Chancery Lane Gallery 
Since 2001, 10 Chancery Lane Gallery has been a driving force in contemporary art in 
Hong Kong and is one of Asia’s leading contemporary art galleries. Representing the 
Asia-Pacific, the gallery is particularly interested in emerging art movements and 
historically important artists from the region.   
 
Representing important artists such as Huang Rui and Wang Keping (China), Atul 
Dodiya (India), Bui Cong Khanh and Dinh Q. Lê (Vietnam), Manit Sriwanichpoom 
(Thailand) and Ken Matsubara (Japan), 10 Chancery Lane Gallery is committed to 
playing a role in documenting the development of Asian art. The gallery has worked 
with curators Feng Boyi, Beyond the Red Curtain - China, Erin Gleeson, Forever Until 
Now - Contemporary Art Cambodia, iola Lenzi, Subjective Truth - Thai Contemporary 
Art, Zoe Butt and Dinh Q. Lê, Time Ligaments - Vietnam. Katie de Tilly is co-President 
and one of the founders of the Hong Kong Art Gallery Association.  
 
For press enquiries and to arrange interviews, please contact Bo Kim on 
bo@10chancerylanegallery.com or +852 2810 0065. 
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