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10 Chancery Lane Gallery presents 
Shi Guorui and Wang Keping at the Armory Show 2020 

Camera Obscura Images of Hudson Valley, New York by Shi Guorui 
Kaaterskill Falls, Catskill Mountains, New York, July 25-28 2019, Unique Camera Obscura, Gelatin Silver Print, 158.5x142.3cm, (2019) 
	
“These	enormous	images	also	request	a	different	relation	with	time.	With	so	much	detail	in	their	
panoramic	expanse,	Guorui’s	landscapes	cannot	be	seen	all	at	once.	…he	is	both	a	viewer,	composing	
and	seeing	the	picture,	and	also	a	participant	within	the	camera,	existing	between	the	light	and	
landscape.	He	is	both	inside	and	outside	of	the	picture.”		

- Thomas Cole Museum 
(March, 2020) - 
10 Chancery Lane Gallery announces their participation in The Armory Show New York 2020 on 
Pier 94. The Hong Kong based gallery is proudly presenting new photography works by Shi Guorui 
and sculptures by Wang Keping.  
 



 

  

Shi is one of China’s highly acclaimed contemporary photographers and this series entitled,	
Ab/sense-Pre/sense: Camera Obscura Images of Hudson Valley	 is a continuation of his 
body of works utilizing early photographic technologies known as camera obscura to create large-
scale pinhole photographs and photograms. Shi has travelled the world transforming a hotel room 
in Times Square, a guard towers on the Great Wall of China and the San Francisco from the Island 
of Alcatraz into a light proof room to create his singular long-exposure large-form prints. 
 
 Shi Guorui emigrated from Beijing to Catskill, New York in 2014 and became engrossed by 
the wonders of the landscapes. Shi found a kinship in the hyper-detail of the landscape works by 
19th century painter Thomas Cole. Due to the nature of long exposure the photograph is steeped 
in the essence of still objects while fleeting objects like animals and hikers disappear like ghosts in 
the photograph, “It reveals so much more than the naked eye can see…That’s why I’m so 
obsessed with the process,”	Shi explains. Kaaterskill Falls, Catskill Mountains entailed 34 hours 
of exposure alone. Through this technique the image projects a reverse and inverse image of the 
landscape. The once white waters of the Kaaterskill Falls cuts the image down the center with its 
inky blackness while the leaves of the surrounding forrest appear like scattered feathers upon the 
landscape .“The unaided human eye could not register the same depth of focus or level of detail 
standing in front of the same scene. This extension and expansion of vision offers an opportunity to 
see the landscape in a new way.” Despite the boundaries of time Shi is uninterested in mere 
mimicry and instead sees Cole as a contemporary. Shi explains,	“Time flies and things change. 
All the way through history natural scenery and constructions remain, while relevant 
people disappear… Living in the present, how can we recapture and reproduce historical 
thoughts, opinions, feelings, or memories by means of photography? And what new 
experiences and feelings can we come up with during the process of recapture and 
reproduction” Shi perhaps takes the notion of depiction further as with a new medium comes an 
expanded worldview. 
 
Wang Keping	 is a renowned sculptor who lives and works in France. His sculptures are figurative 
and representational and have a sensuous quality to them. He works primarily in hard woods 
paying particular attention to the natural elements of the wood itself and incorporating them into his 
work, such as woodgrain patterns, knots, boils and branches. With a natural intuition of space and 
balance, his sculptures convey a highly sensual representation of the female body, of couples, 
mother embracing her child or birds. By revealing the essence of the wood with its grain, knots, 
curves, or even its flaws, he gracefully inspires subtle emotions that bring the works to life. He 
describes his sculptural process as a collaboration of what the wood has to give him and what he 
can bring to the wood.  
	
About Wang Keping 
In his youth, Wang Keping (b. 1949 Tianjin, China) was one of the leaders of China’s first non-
conformist artist group, “The Stars” (Xing Xing 星星), formed in 1979 during the post-Cultural 
Revolution “Beijing Spring.” This group of young avant-garde artists challenged the status quo and 
were pivotal in initiating the debut of free art expressions in the Post-Mao era. Their works were a 
voice of revolt within a China that was on the verge of transformation. Wang Keping’s sculptures 
were some of the most boldly political among the group and were covered in the New York Times 
and the Wall Street Journal in 1979 and 1980. Wang Keping left for France in 1984 turning away 
from political focus. Inspired by the simplicity of the modernist Constantin Brancusi, the elegance 
of Chinese Han figures and the bestial nature of African sculpture, Wang Keping for the last 40 
years has honed a unique sculptural voice truly his own.  



 

  

 
Wang Keping is recognized internationally and has been collected and exhibited at the Musée 
National d’Art Moderne, Centre Georges Pompidou, Paris; the M+ Uli Sigg Collection, Hong Kong; 
the Fukuoka Asian Art Museum, Fukuoka, among others. In 2015, he was honored with France’s 
Chevalier de L’Ordre des Arts et des Lettres, in recognition of his significant contribution to the 
arts.  
 
	
About Shi Guorui 
Born in 1964 in Shanxi, China, Shi Guorui lives and works in New York, USA. Regarded as one of 
China’s most famous photographers, Shi Guorui takes large-scale iconic photographs using the 
technique camera obscura with a pinhole camera. His images include the Shanghai skyline, Hong 
Kong skyline and the famed Bird’s Nest Stadium designed by Ai Wei Wei. 
 
Shi Guorui’s interest in using the camera obscura method goes deeper than documenting 
monumental city scenes. In showing the cities, void of distraction, he steps into the realm of 
explaining or observing different cultures and social or political issues. The black and white, large-
scale images challenge the viewer to look more closely at familiar scenes. The process of making 
his photographs is as important to Shi Guorui as the photos themselves. He looks at it as a 
spiritual and meditative process and appreciates the way it allows him to escape the ever-fast-
growing world around us. Shi Guorui’s artwork is collected by The Museum of Contemporary Art, 
Los Angeles, The M. H. De Young Museum, San Francisco, Museum of Contemporary 
Photography, Chicago, Yuz Foundation, Jakarta, and the Museum of Modern and Contemporary 
Art, Korea, The M+ Uli Sigg Collection, Hong Kong amongst others.  
 
About Gallery, 10 Chancery Lane Gallery 
Since 2001, 10 Chancery Lane Gallery is one of Asia’s leading art galleries. With exhibitions that 
explore both emerging and historically important movements in art in the Asia-Pacific. The gallery 
continuously keeps its finger on the pulse of contemporary art from the region. 10 Chancery Lane 
Gallery aims to deliver exhibitions that take time, research and have an impact on the art in the 
region, as well as promoting contemporary art from Asia internationally. Founder and Director, 
Katie de Tilly arrived in Hong Kong in 1994 when Chinese and contemporary art from most of 
Asia was yet to come into international focus. With a particular interest in the deep historical, social 
and cultural context of Hong Kong, China and the development in Asia of its contemporary art 
scenes she opened 10 Chancery Lane Gallery. Katie de Tilly is the 2019 recipient of the “Woman 
of Influence in Arts and Culture” awarded by the American Chamber of Commerce. She was a 
founding member and former co-President of the Hong Kong Art Gallery Association (HKAGA), is 
on the Program Advisory Committee (PAC) of RMIT University School of Art /Hong Kong Art 
School. She is a Founding Patron of the West Kowloon Cultural District’s M+ Museum of Visual 
Culture. And she is heading the HK Artists Residency Abroad Funding Scheme (ARAFS) of the 
Hong Kong Art Gallery Association to help local artists enrich their art exposure and education.  
 
For press enquiries and to arrange interviews, please contact Katie de Tilly on 
katie@10chancerylanegallery.com  
or Hong Kong +852 2810 0065 or US Cell: +1(562)506-7633 
 
The Armory Show New York 2020, Booth 724 on Pier 94 :  5th – 8th March, 2020 


